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Mine Rescue 
Teams
Fire Protection

Mine rescue teams need to be well trained, 
equipped, and organized. All team members 
must know their area of responsibility and 
particular duties. Team members should have 
knowledge of the mine’s ventilation system 
and location of fire fighting equipment.

• ALWAYS use some of the required training 
time under breathing apparatus to include 
practice on realistic fire fighting scenarios.

• ALWAYS brief mine rescue teams on the 
specific tasks to be accomplished.

• ALWAYS de-brief mine rescue teams for vi-
tal information learned during a mine emer-
gency.

• ALWAYS provide a reliable means of com-
munication with mine rescue teams and 
outby personnel.

• ALWAYS prepare to provide the necessary 
resources and logistical support to your 
mine rescue teams.

• NEVER allow untrained personnel to re-
spond as part of a mine rescue team.

• NEVER assume anything during a mine 
emergency.

It Happened . . .

 $ A mine examiner and assistant mine fore-
man were conducting a weekly exami-
nation of the return entries and bleeder 
evaluation points. They encountered 
smoke in a return at the bottom of a shaft. 
Upon further investigation, a fire was dis-



covered in an idled area of the mine. The 
fire was fought directly with water. Mine 
rescue teams under apparatus manned 
the fire hoses. Subsequently, seals were 
constructed around the fire area and the 
area flooded.

 $ A fire occurred on a conveyor belt head 
drive. Persons working on the active sec-
tion inby the fire location exited the mine 
through the main intake system. A com-
pany mine rescue team began fire fighting 
efforts and the fire was extinguished.

 $ A roof bolter noticed a fire at the back of 
his machine after returning to work after 
dinner. Applying rock dust and using a fire 
extinguisher failed to extinguish the flame. 
The mine rescue team was sent in to fight 
the flames. A water line was installed and 
the fire extinguished.
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